WASHINGTON TREE FRUITS

years of record, fresh market sales have
exceeded all processing sales. This was
the case in every year after 1940 except
for 1946, and was also true of 1933 and
in the years 1936 to 1938.

| The largest volume of fresh market
sales for any single year was recorded
in 1920 when 18,500 tons were sold fresh.
Fresh market sales that year made up
about 38 percent of all sales. In 1951
fresh market sales amounted to only
8,660 tons, but this volume represented
over 70 percent of all sales.

Historically, the major use of prunes
and plums by processors was prunes for
drying. During the early years of the
1930's drying was still the principal
processing use for the crop, but by 1940
drying had become second to canning,
and after 1945 more tonnage was canned
and frozen than dried.

During the 23 years of record, canning
has been an important use for prunes
and plums. During this period the
volume canned was less than 3,000 tons
in only four years, and was more than

7,000 tons in only six years. However,
after 1940 more prunes and plums were
canned each year than were used in all
other kinds of processing.

Freezing of prunes and plums is a
relatively new development, starting in
1041. However, the tonnage used for
freezing became rather insignificant in
most years after 1945. The largest
volume used by freezers was in the years
1043, 1944, and 1945 when over 1,000
tons were frozen each year,
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